
1 Jaws could have been called 
“The Stillness in the Water,” “The 
Silence of the Deep,”  “Leviathan 
Rising,” and “The Jaws of Death” 
but author Peter Benchley settled 
on the punchier one–word title.

2 You have to wait 81 minutes 
before seeing the shark.

3 The fi lm’s most famous line – 
“You’re gonna need a bigger boat” 
– was improvised by actor Roy 
Scheider.

4 Due to strict planning laws, 
Quint’s shack was the only set 
built for the fi lm.

5 The shark was 25ft long. In 
reality, the largest accurately 
measured Great White was 20ft.

6 When composer John Williams 
played the two–note shark theme 
for Steven Spielberg, the director 
laughed and thought it was a joke.

7 Amity Island was actually 
Martha’s Vineyard in 
Massachusetts.

8 The colour red was kept to 
a minimum to make the blood 
appear more shocking.

9 Author Peter Benchley makes 
a cameo appearance as a TV 
reporter on the beach.

10 Despite it scaring millions 
of cinema–goers, Jaws is a 
PG movie.

11 The arm covered 
in crabs on the beach 
belonged to a female 
crew member lying in 
the sand.

12 To get the crabs to move, 
hot coffee was poured over them 
before cameras rolled.

13 The Amity Island billboard had 
to be erected and taken down all 
on the same day.

14 Despite Robert Shaw’s 
constant drinking on set, he 
delivered his Indianapolis speech 
while completely sober.

15 The actor who played the 
mayor – Murray Hamilton – was 
sprayed by a skunk when he tried 
to pet what he thought was a cat.

16 Twenty–fi ve percent of the fi lm 
was shot from water level.

portray Quint. Kingsbury was 
given the role of Ben Gardiner, 
whose head pops out of the boat.

26 Quint’s boat, the Orca, was 
named after the Great White’s only 
natural predator.

27 The sound played over the 
death of the shark is the same one 
from the demise of the truck in 
Spielberg’s TV movie ‘Duel’.

28 In the novel, Hooper has an 
affair with Brody’s wife and mayor 
is blackmailed by the mafi a to 
keep the beaches open.

29 The ‘Jaws shot’ – when Brody 
sees the shark attack the boy – is 
called a “forward tracking zoom 
out”.

30 The USS Indianapolis disaster 
was real, but Quint gives the date 
as June 29 instead of July 30.

31 The classic poster for the fi lm 
was produced for the book and 
given to the producers for free.

32 Quint was supposed to be 
introduced laughing at ‘Moby 
Dick’ in a cinema, but Gregory 
Peck owned the rights and 
wouldn’t allow its use.

33 Peter Benchley argued against 
the fi lm’s ending as he hated the 
idea of the shark being blown up.

34 The Brody father–son 
mimicking scene was fi lmed 

when Spielberg saw them 
do it between takes.

35 Footage of live 
sharks was used in 
the fi lm, but they were 
only 14ft long.

36 Spielberg was on a fl ight 
home when the shark’s demise 
was being shot.

37 There were two Orcas built for 
the movie.

38 The fi lm won three Oscars, for 
Best Editing, Best Score and Best 
Sound.

39 The producers originally 
enquired about the possibility of 
training a real shark.

40 Spielberg toyed with the idea 
of a fi nal shot showing lots of large 
shark fi ns approaching Amity
Island.

17 Local 
residents were paid 
$64 a day to pretend 
to be terrifi ed on the 
beaches.

18 The licence plate 
Hooper pulls out of 
the tiger shark 
reads ‘007–
981’, a nod to 
James Bond.

19 Martha’s 
Vineyard welcomed 
about 5,000 
summer tourists 
before Jaws. It 
soared to 15,000 
after Jaws.

20 The actress who plays the 
fi rst victim was fi tted with a 
harness pulled by two groups of 
men on the beach.

21 The 
actress who slaps 

Roy Scheider 
across the face 

couldn’t fake it so 
she had to smack him 

for real, 17 times.

22 Brody reads 
up on sharks in 
a book called 
‘The Fishes’ by 

FD Ommanney.

23 Quint comes from the Latin 
word for ‘fi fth’. He was the shark’s 
fi fth victim.

24 The sound of the shark 
emerging as Brody throws out 
chum is a shaken–up Coke bottle 
sprayed onto concrete.

25 Robert Shaw mimicked local 
fi sherman Craig Kingsbury to 
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